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Mock Election Activities to link with PSE Curriculum for Wales
The Community Aspect of PSE

“Pupils can be encouraged to become active citizens in local to global contexts.

Pupils are members of communities, from local through national to global, and can be helped to play a meaningful and active part in them.  Such active citizenship implies a number of considerations.

First, there needs to be an understanding of the nature of communities in Wales and beyond and the roles, relationships, conflicts and inequalities that affect the quality of life.  In this context pupils explore rights and responsibilities in a democratic society under the rule of law.  Secondly, pupils should be encouraged and equipped to demonstrate commitment to community life in participation, service and action which promotes the well-being of that community.  Finally, we need to cultivate in young people a political ‘literacy’ which enables them to make effective decisions and judgments in the world of political and legal systems”

Extract from PSE Framework, Qualifications, Curriculum & Assessment Authority for Wales
Activity 1

Democracy – let someone else do it!

Links to Key Stage 3 & 4  Learning Outcomes

Knowledge & Understanding: Community Aspect: Understand the issues relating to democracy in Wales and know the rights and responsibilities of a young citizen (3). Know how democratic systems work (4)
Skills: Communicate confidently one's feelings and views and maintain with conviction a personal standpoint. Make decisions and choices effectively. Be assertive. Make reasoned judgments.

AIM OF THE LESSON 

· Understand the origins of democracy

· Understand that they have rights and responsibilities when voting

· Understand the implications of abstaining/not using your vote


Activity 2

WHO REPRESENTS YOU?
Links to Key Stage3 Learning Outcomes
Knowledge & Understanding: Community Aspect: Know how representatives (MEPs, MPs, Members of the National Assembly, Councillors etc) are elected and what their roles are.

Skills: Work independently and co- operatively

 AIM OF THE LESSON 

· Understand that pupils may have many representatives; Year Reps on School Council, Ward Representatives on Local Council, Assembly Members, Members of Parliament and Members of the European Parliament.

· Find out who represents them

· Develop research skills


Activity 3

HOW WILL I KNOW WHO TO VOTE FOR?

Links to Key Stage 4 Learning Outcomes

Knowledge & Understanding: Community Aspect: Know how democratic systems work and understand how individual citizens, public opinion and the media can contribute to and have an influence on outcomes.

Skills: To understand the importance of voting.  Understand the importance of democracy. Consider factors and reasons why young people are less likely to vote. 

AIM OF THE LESSON 

· To understand the importance of voting

· To discover what motivates people to vote

· To consider influences on our decisions


RESOURCES

Useful websites:

www.wlga.gov.uk
www.funkydragon.org
www.electoralcommission.gov.uk

www.parliament.uk
Directories

www.explore.parliament.uk
excellent resources in Teachers Centre section of site

http://europa.eu.int




DISCUSSION





Ask pupils if they know who their representatives are (they might start with class reps if there is a School Council) 


Can they think of ways to find out?





ACTIVITY 





Pupils could be divided into groups. One group could research information about their local Ward Councillor, another group about their Assembly Member and another, their Member of Parliament etc.





The information could be recorded by the group and discussed at the end of the lesson to complete a chart or a worksheet 





DISCUSSION





Could you become a representative? 


What skills and knowledge would you need?





This could be extended with more time spent researching the election process:  Contact your local Electoral Registration Office for advice and resources











TIME





10 min

















20 min





























15 min








RESOURCES





Worksheet 2

















Websites – see resources list












































DISCUSSION


What do we mean by Democracy?


As a whole class or in small groups brainstorm the meaning of the word democracy 





ACTIVITY


(Possibly outside  – draw opinion line with chalk or inside mark tape line on floor – one end indicating a strong YES, the other a strong NO)


They will then take a position on the line to show how strongly they feel about the issue. Pupils must think about key questions like ‘should everyone be able to vote?’ ‘should voting be compulsory’ but start with a fun question like ‘Do you like Marmite?’ just to practice.


Anything over half way would count as a YES or NO. What is the outcome?  Vote on the same question a second time. Everyone with a name starting with a vowel should ‘abstain’ from the second round of voting – does it change the outcome?


Keep a note of the results and how they differed.





DISCUSSION


Voting – is it your right or your responsibility?


What can happen if you don’t use your vote?


Does everyone have the right to vote?  


Who does not? Why? Is this fair? 





This activity could be extended – work in pairs to research last 2 points then come together to discuss as group








TIME





15 mins











15 mins












































15 mins








RESOURCES





Worksheet  (1) 


Information Sheet





Chalk/Tape
























































Extension Work





Websites – see  resource list











TIME





10 mins


























20 mins
































15 mins








ACTIVITY





CLASS DISCUSSION


Ask pupils to share their own voting experiences – have they ever attended with a parent? Have they ever voted on Pop Idol or MTV Awards? Why did they bother to vote? Why do they think older people vote in political elections?  What might motivate them to vote for an elected representative when they are 18?





ACTIVITY


Ask students to detect and consider the nature of bias in newspapers. Provide local newspaper article from around the time of the last local elections on 10th June 2004.


Students should work in small groups to:


•Differentiate between facts and opinions in 2 articles.


•Identify the bias in each article.


•Understand that the media actively shapes and


interprets 'news’ and information.  Link this to the idea of political campaigning.





ACTIVITY


Using cards with pictures of ‘voting methods’ divide class into small groups and ask them to rank what they consider to be the best/worst ways of voting.





Ask them to consider the pros and cons of each method. 














RESOURCES
































Newspaper articles from local publication























Resources sheet





(Pictures to make cards)


























