Template – editable pre-election release for schools’ own use

News release

xx/xx/xx (insert date of issue of release)               

Students at <insert school name>  take part in mock elections 
Students at <insert name of school> in <insert location> will be experiencing democracy first hand when they participate in their own version of an election.  

This year, a number of elections will be taking place including <include general election if taking place and> local elections across England. Pupils will mirror the real elections by voting for student representatives <on the same day/ in the same week/month>.  The programme aims to actively engage students with the electoral process and show how politics affects their everyday lives.

The school’s mock election campaign trail begins on <insert date>  with pupils busy <give some examples of the kind of activities students will be undertaking e.g. selecting candidates, writing speeches, canvassing support, building ballot boxes, designing campaign posters, recruiting counting officers etc>.
Student candidates standing in the mock election are <insert students’ names and the parties they represent>.

Results will be counted by <insert name>  and announced on <insert date>.
<insert name of teacher/Headteacher> at <insert name of school> said: “<insert a short quotation about the benefits to students of taking part in a mock election result*>.  
[*Some points to consider might be that mock elections: 

· Raise awareness of citizenship and the benefits of active, participatory democracy

· Engage young people by mirroring the excitement and buzz of a real election 

· Help address the trend of voter disengagement amongst young people

· Help students gain an understanding of how the democratic process works]
Pupil <insert name of an involved student e.g. an electoral candidate> said: “<insert a short quotation about how much they are enjoying the experience and anything they have learnt while taking part in a mock election**.  
[**Some points to consider might be that mock elections: 

· Are fun and interesting

· Bring politics to life

· Help students understand how elections and the political process work

· Make students feel like they are playing a part in something important]
Teachers at <insert name of school> used Y Vote Mock Elections materials developed by the Hansard Society, The Electoral Commission and the Department for Education and Skills. 

/ends
For further information contact:
<insert name of contact person> on <insert telephone number> or email <insert email address>.
